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Lesson for August 20 in this issue 





Lesson 8.—Beverage Alcohol and the Commu- 
nity (A social. aspect of the liquor prob- 
lem). Joel 1:5-7; ‘Daniel 5:1-5, 17, 25-28. 
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This | Know 
By S. Otis Roe 
I go to prepare a place for you.—John 14 : 2c 


KNOW not where the place may be 

My blessed Lord has promised me ; 
But this I know,— it is a place 

Where I shall see Him face to face. 


I know not when the call may come 
For me to leave my earthly home ; 

But this I know,— that by His grace 
I’ll see my Saviour face to face. 


I know not how my Lord has planned 
To take me to that better Land ; 
But, tho’ the way I cannot trace, 
I know I’ll see Him face to face. 
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Better Than Self-Expression 


“Self-expression” is popular but is 
often repulsive. Some one has defended 
cigarette smoking by girls on the ground 
that they must have freedom to express 
themselves; and a Christian woman has 
commented that if a puff of tobacco 
smoke is the best expression of them- 
selves that they can give, by all means 
let them do it! Captain Reginald Wallis, 

‘whose messages on the victorious life 
in Christ have blessed many, has said: 
“We hear a good deal in these days 
about self-expression, one of the ugliest 
things that ever came out of the pit of 


darkness, the very antithesis of - the 
Christian life. The Christian life, in its 
very essence, is Christ-expression; it is 
the loveliness of the Lord Jesus being 
manifested through a human personality. 
The fullness of. the Holy. Spirit means 
nothing more and nothing less than that. 
‘Christ liveth in me,’ and there is no 
lovelier beauty than that —the outshin-. 
ing of his loveliness; his graces, his vir- 
tues, his sweetness.” 


a 
Confronted by Iron Chariots 


We meet many enemies that are too 
strong for us. This is a continual invi- 
tation to victory. For they are not. too 
strong for God. When Joshua was divid- 
ing the land among the tribes of Israel, 
he gave the children of Joseph a wooded 
mountain “in the land of the Perizzites 
and of the giants” (Josh. 17:15). The 
children of Joseph complained that the 
mountain was not enough for them, “and 
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t. Do Not 


T IS frequently noticeable that trans- 
gressors «are particularly sensitive 
about being put to inconvenience. A 

young man, indicted for manslaughter 
a short time ago, fled to his hotel room 
after the fatal incident, and hung out 
the familiar sign, “Do Not Disturb.” Un- 
fortunately for him, but fortunately for 
the State, the criminal authorities did 
not bother about the sign when they 
demanded admittance. The indictment 
was the sequel. 

Our Lord met this spirit frequently in 
his days upon earth. The demoniacs 
cried out, “Let us alone; what have 
we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Naza- 
reth? art thou come to destroy us?” 
(Mark 1:24.) The Gadarenes, to whom 
had come their great spiritual moment, 
elected to spurn their priceless oppor- 
tunity, because they feared further upset 
of their material pursuits, and “they be- 
gan to pray him to depart out of their 
coasts” (Mark 5:17). Their motto was 
the familiar, and vastly abused one, “Let 
well enough alone.” Self-satisfied com- 
placency in a wrong position is one of 
the most difficult attitudes to correct. 





all the Canaanites that dwell in the land 
of .the valley have chariots of iron.” 
Joshua’s answer was a challenge and a 
promise. “But. the mountain shall be 
thine; for it is a wood, and thou shalt 
cut it down: and the outgoings of it shall 
be thine: for thou shalt drive out the 
Canaanites, though ‘they have iron 
chariots, and though they be strong.” If 
we are confronted by powerful enemies 
and formidable chariots: today, God gives 
us the same assurance that Joshua gave 
his people. The very name Joshua is 
the same name as Jesus. And Paul de- 
elares, in behalf of every child of God, 
“T can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me.” Let us thank God, 
therefore, whenever we are confronted 
by circumstances that are terrifying and 
entirely too much for us. Every such 
situation is a divinely given opportunity 
to prove for ourselves the love and the 
omnipotence of God, for “in all these 
things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us” (Rom. 8:37). 
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Disturb” 


The great soul struggle in “The Hound 
of ‘Heaven,” by Francis Thompson, has 
its root in the resentment of disturb- 
ance: » 


I fled Him down the nights and down the 
days, 
I fled Him down the arches of the years. 


Why? Why did he flee so blindly from 
the One who was so patiently seeking 
his highest good? He furnishes his own 
mistaken answer: 

Lest, having Him, I might have naught 

beside. 

There we have one of the oldest, moz’ 
discredited, but most subtle wiles of th 
Devil, who forever whispers in humar 
ears, “If you take that step, bid good-by 
to all your good times.” And, all too 
frequently, his falsehood is believed ty 
the struggling soul, who knows naught 
of the deep and abiding happiness of fol- 
lowing Christ, and sharing his matchless 
fellowship. 

Simon Paris, the dominant character 
of Hutchinson’s “One Increasing Pur- 
pose,” -is “vividly remembered because 
of his opposition ‘to the disturbing ele- 
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ment that had suddenly come into his 
life. When he repeatedly saw men as 
good as himself, falling at his side, he 
was forced to face the question, “Why is 
-my life spared, when men as good as I 
are taken?” After the War, he found 
he could not dismiss that persistent 
query, that was forever recurring to 
haunt his soul. He confided the matter 
to his fiancée, and the high-minded girl 
at once exclaimed, “This is of God!” 
Her conclusion stirs all the resentment 
there is in him, and he flees to a country 
rotreat to forget, if possible, all spiritual 
impressions. But, he unwittingly takes 
lodgings in a godly home, and there wit- 
nesses such beautiful Christian living 
that he is forced to exclaim, “I believe 
God is after me!” He speedily gives up 
his resistance, steps into the open, and 
grows in spirituality and usefulness as 
the story unfolds to its completion. 

The divine government in human lives, 
which expounds the truth, “Every life a 
divine mission,” is an age-old philos- 
ophy that cannot be lightly put aside. 
Even such a character as Hamlet ex- 
presses the conviction: 


There's a divinity that shapes our ends, 
Rough-hew them how we will. 


_. The Saviour goes into the subject much 
more deeply, when he declares, “To this 
end was I born, and for this cause came I 
into the. world, that I should bear wit- 
ness unto the truth” (John 18:37). The 
apostles repeatedly echo this precise dec- 
laration of what it means to live. The 
old catechism definition of “the chief end 
of man” is a faithful adherence to the 
idea, when it answers, “To glorify God, 
and to enjoy him forever.” 

The ever fascinating account of God’s 
dealing with Israel affords an illuminat- 
ing picture of the Christian life. “All 
these things happened unto them as 
types,” says Paul, “and they are written 
for our admonition, upon whom the ends 
of the ages are come” (1 Cor. 10:11, Sco- 
field, marg.). Their life is a journey, 
and Jehovah is their guide. He goes be- 
fore them in a pillar of cloud by day, 
and a pillar of fire by night. They are 
under definite marching orders, and un- 
der similar orders when to rest. Every- 
thing is divinely planned, nothing hap- 
pens by accident, and their course is 
charted from beginning to end. And 
these are the things thut “are written 
for our admonition.” The student may 
readily find certain marks of similarity 
between their experience and our own. 

For one thing, their lives were subject 
to a definitely disturbing factor. The 
study of the Old Testament people re- 
veals the fact that theirs was largely an 
unresting life. For forty years in the 
wilderness they were travelers. They 
might encamp at Elim where the water 
was sweet and the shade delightful; or 
they might halt at Marah, where the 
water was bitter and the surroundings 
uncomfortable; but whether Elim or 
Marah, they must, sooner or later, fold 
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the tents and resume the march. They 
must, always be ready to be disturbed, 
alwads be subject to marching orders. 
“You have tarried long enough in this 
mount” might at any moment strike upon 
their ears, and the caravan would be 
speedily under way. How strikingly this 
harmonizes with the Lord Jesus’ declara- 
tion concerning the purpose of his life! 

There is an enthralling passage *in the 
Old Testament narrative which says, “As 
an eagle stirreth up her :nest,. fluttereth 
over her young. . ..so the Lord alone 
did lead him” (Deut. 32:11, 12). Those 
who have had a first-hand look at eagle 
life understand quite fully what is in- 
volved in that description. There is 
a period of the most tender solicitude 
when the fledglings are helpless, when the 
parent birds circle over the nest and 
scan the heavens for possible enemies. 
But the day comes when that attitude 
sharply changes, and the faithful senti- 
nels go roughly to work, committing the 
young birds to the far depths below. 
But if their unskilled wings are not 
equal to the task, the mother swoops 
below and bears them on her broad 
pinions until the little fellows get the 
knack of it. : 

That is what stirring the eagle’s nest 
means. ‘ 

If it is to be our happy lot to work 
in harmony with the divine.government, 
we must reckon with this principle. We 
cannot take the arbitrary stand; “I do not 
wish to be disturbed,” for that in itself 
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Did God Approve Rahab's Lie? 


I have been greatly imterested and 
pleased with the discussion of “When 
Should We Lie?’ in the Open Letter 
column of your paper of February ll. A 
Christian knows that a lie is not pleasing 
to God. That is plain enough in the 
Scriptures. But will you please explain 
Rahab’s act in Joshua 2?.The Lord blessed 
her for what she did.—A Missouri. reader. 


God approved Rahab’s. faith -in him, 
and saved her and her entire family be- 
cause of her believing committal of her- 
self and all to him. ‘But God could not, 
and did not, approve of Rahab’s lying to 
the men of Jericho. It is significant that 
there is not a word in the Old Testa- 
ment record of Rahab’s experience, or 
in the New Testament comment on it, 
that says or remotely suggests that God 
approved Rahab’s lie, or that he ap- 
proved her for lying. Joshua commands 
his men, when Jericho is about to be 
taken, to save “Rahab .. ..and all tat 
are with her in the. house, because she 
hid the messengers that we sent” (Josh. 
6:17), thus showing by her works her 
faith in God. Later in the same chapter 
we read, after the destruction of. Jericho: 
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will defeat the purposes of God for us. 
The divine government is a disturbing 
factor. 

But there is no occasion to be fright- 
ened, for it is also a progressive factor. 
When God disturbs a man, it is invari- 
ably for the purpose of setting him for- 
ward on his journey. There is no 
retrogression, no backward step. It may 
not be what the world calls progress, 
but the divine Ruler makes no mis- 
takes. The pilgrim makes steady prog- 
ress toward the Celestial City. The 
soldiers speak of “the objective.” - There 
is a similar goal ahead of the Christian 
warrior. His march goes toward Heaven, 
never toward failure.. The divine pur- 
pose follows through to a triumphant 

‘What shall be our attitude toward this 
great spiritual reality? Paul embodied 
his attitude toward it in the words, “I 
do not frustrate the grace of God” (Gal. 
2:21). His high purpose was to work 
with God not against him. In one form 
or another, he is continually ringing the 
changes on the refrain, “We are workers 
together with God.” The work of the 
Kingdom crucially needs shock’ troops, 
who, being firmly convinced that life is 
a divine mission, gladly take their places 
at the head of the column and set an 
example for the timorous and the half- 
hearted. To be a co-worker with God 
in the vast enterprises of the oncoming 
Kingdom is a mission that angels might | 
covet. 











“And Joshua saved Rahab the harlot 
alive, and her father’s household, and all 
that she had; and she dwelleth in Israel 
even unto.this day; because she hid the 
messengers, which Joshua sent to spy out 
Jericho.” In the great New Testament 
chapter on faith, Hebrews 11, we read: 
“By faith the harlot Rahab perished not 
with them that believed not, when she 
had received the spies with peace.” And 
James cites Rahab as one who expressed 
her faith in a most practical way by her 
works, as he writes: “Likewise also was 
not Rahab the harlot justified by works, 
when she had received the messengers, 
and had sent them out another way?” 
(Jas. 2:25.) 

Rahab sinned when she lied. She was 
a sinful woman, living in a city notori- 
ous for its sin, and her moral sensibilities 
and standards may have been so dulled 
that she did not know that it was wrong 
to lie, even in order to save two of God’s 
messengers. But Rahab’s faith in God 
was deep and true and vital; therefore 
God could and did save her, not because 
of her sin, but because of her faith, even 
as all sinners are saved. 
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A Great Gathering of Christian Students at Cambridge 


Glimpses of an international conference at the famous old British university 

















By Ted M. Benson | 








Europe, feverish with war prepara- 
tions, one of the most significant 
gatherings in modern Christendom was 


[ THE midst of a_ crisis-shaken 


“recently held in Cambridge University 


in Cambridge, England. From June 27 
‘to July 3, the International Conference 
of Evangelical Students, numbering 800, 
and representing 33 nations and almost 
100 colleges and universities, met to hear 
some of Europe’s outstanding Christian 
leaders discuss student problems and to 
present an exalted, living Christ as the 
only hope for a vexed world. The theme 
of the conference was, “Christ Our Free- 
dom.” ; 

Cambridge, more than any other uni- 
versity in England, has been associated 
with the Reformation and with the later 
evangelical traditions. It was here that 
Erasmus introduced the Greek New Tes- 
tament to those who became the leaders 
and martyrs of the English Reformation 
— Bilney, Latimer, Ridley, and Cranmer. 
Cambridge gave its support to the Puri- 
tans. Oliver Cromwell and John Mil- 
ton were among its graduates, as well 
as such evangelical leaders as Charles 
Simeon and Bishop Handley Moule, and 
the conservative scholars, Bishops Light- 
foot and Westcott. It was here that 
Henry Martyn was trained, and it was 
here that the “Cambridge Seven” banded 
together in that compact that quickened 
the great missionary movement of the 
last part of the nineteenth century. 


Where Revival Fires Are Burning 


All the colleges of the University were 
made available for the convenience of 
the delegates. The great examination 
hall was thrown open for the sessions. 
The delegates were lodged and fed in 
colleges to which they were assigned. 

The largest representations were from 
Norway, Sweden, and Denmark, where 
revival fires are sweeping, and where 
Christian students are united in a vital, 
ringing witness to the saving grace of 
Christ. They strengthen each other’s 
faith in frequent conferences involving 
the three countries. One of these stu- 
dents, in describing the work being done 
in the Scandinavian counties, said that 
the revival of a real spiritual movement 
began after the World War, as a reac- 
tion against the liberalism of the min- 
isters. It is significant that these young 
people are mostly Lutherans, still mem- 
bers of the State Church. The writer 
has a happy remembrance of an experi- 
@nce in which he sat on the bank of the 
River Cam, Cambridge’s historical 


There have been many conferences 
in Europe and England during the 
past year which the whole world has 
watched with anxious eyes. In more 
than one instance, the outcome might 
have plunged the world into war. 
But only a few weeks ago a confer- 
ence of quite a different type was 
held at Cambridge University. The 
subject of this convention. was not 
war, but peace, the .peace “which 
passeth understanding.”. Ted Ben- 
son, a recent graduate of Wheaton 
College, is traveling on a bicycle this 
summer through England, Continen- 
tal Europe, and Norway and Sweden, 
and he attended the Cambridge Con- 
ference. After a visit to the Belgian 
Gospel Mission in Brussels, founded 
by Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Norton, he 
wrote that he was “deeply impressed 
with the efficiency of the work 
there.” Mr. Benson is the director 
of the Scripture Distribution Society, 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill., which 
is issuing such attractive and well 
printed Gospel leaflets. 








stream, singing choruses with a group 
of warmhearted Danish students. 

Some of the outstanding evangelical 
leaders in Europe were present to assist 
in the conference direction and to speak. 
Lord and Lady Kinnaird of Scotland 
were the host and hostess. Professor 
O. Hallesby of Norway, writer of the 
book, “Prayer,” was present and min- 
istered in his soul-stirring fashion. W. 
H. Aldis, British Home Director of the 
China Inland Mission, gave an effective 
missionary address. Representing the 
Continental evangelicals was Professor 
Kiss, Professor of Anatomy at the Uni- 
versity of Budapest in Hungary. 


Speakers from Many Lands 


Other outstanding speakers were Ny- 
gaard Anderson of Copenhagen;: Earn- 
shaw Smith, and Howard Guinness of 
England; F. Muroma of Finland; Pro- 
fessor Groshiede of Holland; Professor 
E. Sebestyen of Hungary, and Rector 
Hoeg of Norway. Also from Norway 
were Miss Oddrun Kaarstad and Ludwig 
Schubeler. Dr. V. Marzinkovski of Rus- 
sia was present. He is now in exile from 
that country. Sweden was represented by 
Nils Dahlberg and Knut Landgren. The 
United States was represented by Pro- 
fessor Clarence Bouma of Calvin The- 
ological Seminary of Grand Rapids, 
Mich. 


Illustrative of the general atmosphere 
of the conference was the address of 
Dr. Martin Lloyd-Jones of Westminster 
Chapel, where he is associated with Dr. 
G.. Campbell Morgan. In his address 
entitled, “The One Essential,” Dr. Lioyd- 
Jones said that because the Gospel mes- 
sage was not intricate, men of intellect 
were casting it aside, saying that it was 
not suited to the modern mind. These 
intellectuals say that what could save 
a man 2,000 years ago could not possibly 
save a man today. He pointed out that 
this kind of objection is not as intellec- 
tual as it might seem. Man’s problem 
is moral, not intellectual. The main-dif- 
ficulty with present-day thinking, even 
in religious circles, is that man is con- 
centrating on the segment rather than 
the whole. He is aiming at the periph- 
ery rather than the center. 


Only One Remedy 


Dr. Lloyd-Jones concluded by saying 
that even though we live in the greatest 
era of achievement, the world is more 
confused and chaotic than ever. The 
world is in a feverish state trying to 
remedy its own ills. There is only one 
thing to treat, and there is only one 
treatment. We need not run to spiritual . 
spas (health resorts, with mineral 
springs). The Gospel of Christ. is- the 
only solution. The blood of Christ. is 
the only remedy. : 

F. Muroma of Finland said that Chris- 
tian liberty was to be that which God 
intended us to be, and to do that which 
his Spirit leads us to do. 

In his address, “Changing Morals and 
the Unchanging Christ,” Dr. Bouma said 
that we are in a state of moral chaos, 
and the blame can be laid at the door of 
the naturalistic teachers. The immor- 
ality of the present day will not be met 
with modern educational methods, but 
by the cross of Calvary and the influence 
of the Christian home. 

Professor Lamont, Professor of Theé- 
ology at Edinburgh University, said that 
it is hard in this day of fast living to 
escape the natural man’s way of think- 
ing. We must always begin with God, 
we must always start there with our 
thinking. He went on to point out that 
Christ is the key to all thinking, be- 
cause he came to save sinners. The 
testimony of the Church has been im- 
poverished because it has failed to em- 
phasize that Christ has saved the mind 
as well as the body. 

With students coming from many na- 
tions, there were many interesting fea- 
tures at the conference. Many of them 
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appeared in their native costumes. Jap- 
anese had fellowship with Chinese, and 
when, in a general meeting, the students 
were called on to stand, in response to 
the mention of their nation, the Czechs 
and the Germans received the greatest 
ovation. Truly, “we are made of one 
blood” in Christ Jesus (Acts 17:26). 

On Sunday morning, the final day of 
the conference, the address of Dr. Earn- 
shaw Smith was heard in England and 
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through all of the British Empire through 
a broadcast arranged by the British 
Broadcasting Company. 

During the conference greetings were 
exchanged with the King and Queen, 
with Sir Thomas Inskip, Minister of 
Colonies and Dominions, and with Prince 
Oscar Bernadofte of Sweden. Sir Thomas 
and Prince Oscar are known for their 
hearty interest in the evangelical move- 
ment in Europe. 








Following the Lord 


A service for Rally Day in the 
Sunday School 
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Jesus in the Way 
By Mary Brainerd Smith 




















Opening Hymn—‘“Hear the Master Call- 
ing Now.” J 
(Tune, “When the Weary, Seeking Rest”) 

Hear the Master calling now, 
“Follow Me today 

In those paths of light and life 
Where I lead the way.” 

In the faith that God is good, 
Follow, follow Him, 

Trusting though the climb be steep, 
Though the path be dim. 

Hear as He gently calls once more, 

And follow as He goes before. 

Follow Him in service’s paths, 
Self-forgetting, free, 

Mindful of His “Inasmuch,— 
It is done to Me.” 

Follow Him upon the way 

“ Marked by love’s sweet deeds, 

Upward to the heights divine 
Where He ever. leads. 

Hear as He gently calls once more, 

And follow as He goes before. 


OPENING . PRAYER. 

“Following —in the Way of Faith” 
ScRIPTURE RESPONSES: 
Leader— 


When o’er pathways of Palestine Jesus 
once trod, 

Did He in word and act show his own 
trust in God? \ 

Boys—“He trusted in God” 
43). 

Girls—‘I am not. alone, because the 
Father is with me. . .. These words 
spake Jesus” (John 16:32; 17:1). 

Boys—‘“As the Father knoweth me, even 
so know I the Father” (John 10:15). 

Girls—“And I live by the Father” (J ohn 
6:57). 

Leader— 


And as Christ walked by faith, does He 
call ws today 
To follow His footsteps along faith’s blest 
way? 
Boys—“Jesus . . . saith, . 
in God” (Mark 11:22). 
Girls—“Be not faithless, but believing” 
(John 20:27). 
Boys—“Ye are all the children of God 
by faith in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:26). 


Girls—Follow after .. . faith” (1 Tim. 
6:11). 


(Matt. 27: 


. . Have faith 


Boys—“Jesus saith, ...I have given you 
an example” (John 13:10, 15). 


Girls—“Follow thou me” (John 21:22). 


JUNIOR aS mardi io Roll Call of the 
Faithful.” 


. Young Abel brought to God in faith” 
A gift, and God we know 
_ Accepted it, and still his faith 
‘ Speaks from that long ago. 
2. Old Enoch walked with God in faith 
Throughout his earthly way, 
And died not, for the God he served 
Just took him Home one day. 
3. And Noah built an ark in faith 
Through many a toilsome year; 
But in the flood God kept him safe, 
And he had naught to fear. 
4.’Twas Abraham left home in faith, 
To follow where God led; 
And still his life a blessing proves 
To us, though he is dead, 
5. And back to Egypt Moses went 
All Israel to lead, 
And from:-sore bondage, he by faith 
A mighty people 
By faith, ‘neath Joshua’s lead, they 
marched 
"Round Jericho’s old town, 
And at their shout of victory, 
The walls came crashing down. 
7. And Gideon by faith went out 
‘Gainst a great host to fight, 
And with three hundred men, by faith 
Put all the foe to flight. 
8. Great deeds of old, God's 
wrought, 
For faith His power anette prove; 
And faith, e’en as a mustard seéd, 
Today can mountains move. 


“Following —in the Way of Obedience” 
ScRIPTURE RESPONSES: 
Leader— 


And did Jesus, God’s only begotten Son, 
still 
Obey God, His own Father’s command- 
ments and will? 
Boys—“Though he were a Son, yet 
learned he obedience by tne things 
which he suffered” (Heb. 5:8). 


Girls—“Jesus ... said, ... As the Father 
gave me commandment, even §0 I do” 
(John 14:23, 31). 


Boys—“For I came down from heaven, 
not to do-mine own will, but the will 
of him that sent me” (John 6:38). 


— 


faithful 
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Girls—“I do always those things that 
please him” (John 8:29). 


Leader— 
And does Jesus éxpeéct us to follow, and 
tread 


In the path of obedience wherein has He 
led? 


Boys—‘“Jesus said, . . . If thou wilt enter 
into life, keep the commandments” 
(Matt. 19:14, 17). 


Girls—“If a man love me, he will keep 
my words: ...and the word which ye 
hear is not mine, but the Father’s 
which sent me” (John 14:23, 24). 


Boys—“Tesus saith, . . . I have given you 
an example” (John 13:10, 15). 


Girls—‘Follow thou me” (John 21:22): 


Junior Hymn—“In Olden Days, When 
Jesus Walked.” 


(Tune, “Come, Let Us Join with 
Faithful Souls.”) 


In olden days, when Jesus walked 
The roads of Galilee, 

The eager people followed Him 
Wherever He might be; 

And every one who found Him then 
By Him was richly blessed; 

And we who follow now shall find 
In Him life’s crowning best 


In city streets they sought Him out, 
O’er hillsides where He trod, 


That they might, through His gracious 


words, 
Learn of the ways of God; 
And as they followed those blest ways, 
Life was for them made new; 
As life shall be transformed for us 
Who follow Jesus, too, 


But while of old some found Him not, 

For He passed not that way, 
. Not one néed fail to find Him nigh, 

Nor miss His grace today. 

And as we seek to follow Him 
Along the paths of God, 

His Spirit He will give as Guide 
O’er those same paths He trod. 


Primary REcITaTION—“Obeying God.” 


1. God said unto Noah, “Build you a great 
ark. 
By My pattern the ship shall be made.” 
When the flood came, God saved Noah 
then in that ark, 
Because Noah God’s bidding obeyed. 


2. God said unto Abraham, “Leave home, 
and go . 
To a new land"; and God Himself made 
His friend Abraham a blessing; and 
blessed him indeed, 
Because Abraham God’s bidding obeyed. 


3. God said unto Moses, “Go bring Israel out 
Into freedom, and be not afraid’’; 
And God made him a leader; successful 
and great, 
Because Moses God’s bidding obeyed. 


4. God said unto Joshua, “Lead Israél on 
Into Canaan, and be not dismayed”; 
And God made him victorious over the 
land, 
Because Joshua God’s bidding obeyed. 


5. God said f&unto Gideon, “Go forth and 


fight, 
And set Israel free with My aid’; 
And with only three hundred, he con- 
quered the foe, 
Because Gideon God’s bidding obeyed. 
6. God mnid to Elijah, “Go, stand ’gainst the 
ing, 
That his many wrongdoings be stayed”: 


-And God used him to turn Israel back 


to Himself, 
For Elijah God’s bidding obeyed. 
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Lesson for August 80 


7. “Blessed are they that do his com- 
mandments” (Rev. 22:14). 


“Following — in the Way of 
Unselfishness” 


SCRIPTURE RESPONSES: 
Leader— 
Did our Lord use the power divine He 


posse! 
. For Himself, that He might have the most 
and the best? 
Boys—‘“Christ pleased not 
(Rom. 15:3). 


Girls—“Christ also hath loved us” (Eph. 
5:3). 
“Love ... seeketh not. her own” (1 
Cor. 13:4, 5). 


Leader— . 


Then what place should we give other 
folks in our thought, 

Does God’s Word say, if we are to walk 
as we ought? 

Boys—“Look not every man on his own 
things, but every man also on the 
things of others” (Phil. 2:4). 

Girls—“Let no man seek his own, but 
each his neighbor’s good” (1 Cor. 10: 
24, R. V.). 


Boys—“We . ought . .. not to please 
ourselves. Let every one of us please 
his neighbour for his good” (Rom. 15: 
1, 2). 


Girls—“In honour preferring one an- 
other” (Rom, 12:10). 


Boys—“Jesus saith, . . . I have given 
you an example” (John 13:10, 15). 
Girls—“Follow thou me” (John 21:22). 


Primary Hymn—“Be Loving and Kind 
Like Jesus.” 


(Tune, “The Light of the World 
Is Jesus.”) 
’ He spoke words so loving and kind day 
by day, 
Our blessed and loving Jes 
And bang of or His children to speak the 
same 
Be puna ee kind like Jesus. 
Chorus 
Keep close to Jesus through every day, 
Ask Him beside you always to stay, 
Keep close to Jesus, learn of His way, 
Be loving and kind like Jesus. 


He did deeds so loving and kind day 
by day, 
Our blessed and loving Jesus 
And wants 03 His children to do the 
same w 


Be loving ben kind like Jesus. (Cho.) 
“Following —in the Way of Humility” 
ScRIPTURE RESPONSES: 

Leader— 
Christ is Lord over all. Did He walk: in 
pride then, 
While He lived on the earth as a Man 
among men? 
Boys—“Christ glorified not himself” 
(Heb. 5:5). 
Girls—“Christ Jesus . . . made himself 
of no reputation” (Phil. 2:5, 7). 
Boys—“He humbled himself” (Phil. 2: 
8). 


Girls—“Jesus . .. said, .. . I am meek 
and lowly in heart” (Matt. 11:25, 29). 


himself” 


Girls—“That ye walk. . 
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Leader— 


And as Christ in humility walked day by 
day, 

Are we also to follow our. Lord in that 
way? 


Boys—“Let this mind be in -you, which 


_was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5). 


. with all lowli- 
ness and meekness” (Eph. 4:1, 2). 


Boys—‘What doth the Lord require of 


thee, but to do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God?”. (Mic. 6:8.) ; 

Girls—“In lowliness of mind let each 
esteem other better than themselves” 
(Phil. 2:3). 

Boys—“Jesus saith, ...I have given you 
an example” (John 13:10, 15). 


Girls—“Follow thou me” (John 21:22). 


“Following —in the Way of Love” 
ScRIPTURE RESPONSES: 
Leader— 
How did Christ feel toward people He 
met? Do we find 
There were some He disliked, to whom 
He was unkind? 
Boys—“In his love and in his pity he 
redeemed them” (Isa. 63:9). 


Girls—“Jesus .. . said. . As the Father 
hath loved me, so have I loved you” 
(John 14:23; 15:9). 

Boys—“Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends” (John 15:13). 


Girls—“The Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ... grant you . . . to know the 
love of Christ, which passeth knowl- 
edge” (Eph. 3:14, 16, 19). 

Leader— 

How should we then regard all the people 
about, 

If. we’d follow our Lord in this way 
without doubt? 

Boys—“Walk in love, as Christ also hath 
loved” (Eph. 5:2). 

Girls—“Jesus . . . said, ... . This is my 
commandment, That ye love one an- 
other, as I have loved you” (John 14: 
23; 15:12). 

Boys—“By this shall all men know that 
ye are my disciples, if ye have love 
one to another” (John 13:35). 

Girls—“Let us not love in word, neither 
in tongue; but in deed and in truth” 
(1 John 3:18). 


Boys—‘“Jesus saith, .. . I have given you 
an example” (John 13:10, 15). 


Girls—“Follow thou me” (John 21:22). 


Hymn—“We Have Heard the Master 
Calling.” 


(Tune, “All the Way My Saviour 
Leads Me.”) 

We have heard the Master calling, 
And His Voice we would obey, 

As His sheep, oyr Shepherd following 
Where He ever leads the way. 

Chorus 

We would ever follow Jesus, 
Day by day, and hour by hour, 

In the daily strength and guidance 
Of His ss tose vp of. power. 


sar 
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We have heard Him in the darkness 
Lift His voice in trustful prayer, 

And would follow, never doubting 
God the Father's love and care. (Cho.) 


We have heard His tender accents 
Healing sorrowing hearts that bled, 

And would tread the path of service 
Where His piercéd feet have led. (Cho.) 


We have seen His love unmeasured 
On the cross give there His all, ' 
And, though feebly, we would follow 
In love’s pathway at His call. (Cho.) 
BENEDICTION. 


A Testimony Concerning the 
Whitwell Party 


From a letter written by a North 
Platte, Nebr., high school girl te Mrs. 
Cutler Whitwell. 


PRAY you had a safe journey to Jan- 
| sen. We are praying the Lord’s bless- 

ing in your meetings there, as he 
blessed just the two nights _ were in 
North Platte. 

For his glory I may relate to you a 
few growths in grace the Lord granted 
to us through your visit in our. midst. 

A young girl, who had backslidden 
until she was continually causing some 
kind of trouble among the young people, 
gave her testimony Sunday night in 
church. 

She said, as she read the Scripture 
you had given her (John 17), she had 
a wonderful experience of restoration. 
Every time she read it, she would -be 
reading and not knowing what she had 
read. So each time she prayed she might 
have victory over the thoughts Satan 
was putting in her mind to distract her 
attention from God’s Word.- So seven 
times she read it, and seven times she 
had to pray) to have victory, but the 
last time she said ‘she came to herself 


(Continued on page 534) 





The Whitwell Evangelistic Party 
has been greatly blessed of God to’ 
the conversion of many souls, and 
the bringing of many into full sur- 
render to the Lord. Mr. and Mrs: 
Cutler B. Whitwell are the speakers, 
Don M. Allen the pianist, who, a few 
years ago, was doing brilliant work 
for Hollywood dance orchestras, 
having memorized over 3,500 dance 
pieces. Then he was saved and 
went the whole way with the Lord. 
and since then he has memorized 
over 2,500 Gospel hymns and 
choruses. Mr. Whitwell is a gradu- 
ate of Columbia University, New 
York, having been a varsity crew 
and football man; Mrs. Whitwell 
graduated from Barnard College of 
Columbia University, and is a_ gifted 
Bible teacher. They are representa- 
tives of the Old Fashioned Revival 
Hour, and may be addressed at 5! 
East Walnut Street, Pasedena,. Calif. 





































































ee Oe 















C ‘ ee 
SPW 
ene PEGA MIAME SE 









526 * 


THE SUNDAY. SCHOOL TIMES 





August 5, 1939 





"renee mearemort 








‘cameineaeieael 








LESSON 8. AUGUST 20. BEVERAGE ALCOHOL AND THE COMMUNITY 
(A SOCIAL ASPECT OF THE LIQUOR PROBLEM) 
International Uniform Lesson.—Joel 1: 5-7; Daniel 5:1-5, 17, 25-28 
Golden Text.—Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink.—Hab. 2 : 15 




















Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Joel 1:5 Awake, ye drunkards, and weep; and howl, all ye 
drinkers of wine, because of the new wine; for it is cut off 
from your mouth. 

6 For a nation is come up upon my land, strong, and without 
number, whose teeth are the teeth of a lion, and he hath the 
cheek teeth of a great lion. 

7 He hath laid my vine waste, and barked my fig tree: he hath 
made it clean bare, and cast it away; the branches. thereof are 
made white. 

Dan. 5:1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thou- 
sand of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand. 

2 Belshazzar, while he tasted the wine, commanded to bring 
the golden and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar 
had taken out of the temple which was in Jerusalem; that the 
king and his princes, his wives and his concubines, might drink 
therein. 

3 Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out 
of the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and 
the: king and his princes, his wives and his concubines, drank 
in them. 

4 They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, 
of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone. 

5 In the same hour came forth fingers of a man’s hand, and 
wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaster of the wall 
of the king’s palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that 
wrote. 

17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy 
gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet I will 
read the writing unto the king, and make known to him the 
interpretation. 

25 And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, 
TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 

26 This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath 
numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. : 

27 TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found 
wanting. 

28 PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes 
and Persians. 


% % 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Joel 1:5 Awake, ye drunkards, and weep; and wail, all ye 
drinkers of wine, because of the sweet wine; for it is cut off 
from your mouth. 6 For a nation is come up upon my land, 
strong, and without number;. his teeth are the teeth of a lion, 
and he hath the jaw-teeth of a lioness. 7 He hath laid my vine 
waste, and ' barked my fig-tree: he hath made it clean bare, and 
cast it ?away; the branches thereof are made white. 


Dan. 5:1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand 
of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand. 2 Belshazzar, 
while he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and 
Silver vessels which Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out 
of the temple which was in Jerusalem; that the king and his 
lords, ‘his wives and his concubines, might drink therefrom. 
3 Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of 
the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and 
the king and his lords, his wives and his concubines, drank from 
them.. 4 They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and 
of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone. 

5 In the same hour came forth the fingers of a man’s hand, 
and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaster of the 
wall of the king’s palace: and the king saw the part of the hand 
that wrote. 2 


17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy gifts 
be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another, nevertheless I 
will read the writing unto the king, and make known to him 
the interpretation. 


25.And this is the writing that was inscribed: * MENE, MENE, 
TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 26 This is the interpretation of the thing: 
MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and brought it to an 
end. 27 TEKEL; thou art weighed in the balances, and art found 
wanting. 28 ‘PERES; thy kingdom is divided, and given to the 
Medes and Persians. 


1Or, broken. #Or, down. *That is, Numbered, numbered, 
weighed, and divisions. ‘That is, Divided. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


ONVIVIAL drinking has always 
been a great curse. Men will go to 
extremes in company with their 

boon companions in a way they seldom 
do when alone. If all taverns where 
people gather promiscuously for drink- 
ing purposes were closed, it is question- 
able if the liquor business could survive. 
When our politicians called upon the 
citizens of the United States to vote 
for repeal of the eighteenth amendment, 
they promised that the old-time saloon 
would never be allowed to return and 
that the corruption that once character- 
ized liquor selling and liquor consump- 
tion would never again be tolerated in 
America. Their promises have all been 
broken brazenly, and we have far worse 
conditions prevailing today than ever 
before. The conditions which brought 
about the downfall of Babylon and other 
ancier.t cities are being repeated on 
every hand. It is surely high time for 


all Christians to stand firmly against a 
system which has proved over and over 
again that it is not amenable to law 
or concerned about the ruin for which 
it is responsible. 


The Historical Setting 


Joel describes the breakdown of mo- 
ralé in Judah, because of drunkenness, 
in the eighth century before Christ, prob- 
ably in the reign of.Joash. The scene 
described in Daniel 5 occurred at the 
close of Belshazzar’s wicked reign as 
co-king of Babylon in 538 B. C. 


Verse by Verse 


Joel 1:5—“‘Awake, ye drunkards, and 
weep.” A cruel enemy had crossed the 
borders of the land and was about to 
descend upon the cities of Judah. In- 
stead of the people being alert and on 
guard, they were surfeited and weak- 
ened by drunkenness and debauchery. 


Verse 6.—“A nation is come up: upon 
my land.” The invading army was al- 
ready marching through the land, while 
the nation was powerless to impede its 
progress. 


Verse 7.—“He hath laid my vine waste, 





and barked my fig tree.” The vine is 
the symbol of Israel in spiritual relation- 
ship with God and responsible to bear 
fruit for him (Psa. 80:8; Isa. 5:7; Hos. 
10:1). The fig tree represents Judah 
nationally (Jer. 24:1-6; Luke 13:6-9). 


Dan. 5:1,—“A great feast.” It was a 
voluptuous, drunken carousal, where the 
idolatrous courtiers sought to outdo one 
another. 


Verse 2.—“Whiles he tasted the wine.” 
Belshazzar in his half-inebriated .con-. 
dition did that of which in his sober 
senses he might never have been guilty. 
He commanded that the sacred vessels 
taken by his grandfather Nebuchadnez- 
zar from the holy Temple at Jerusalem 
should be brought into the festival hall 
and used to pour out libations to the 
idols of Babylon. 

Verse 3.—“The king, and his princes 
... drank in them.” Belshazzar set the 
evil ‘example, and his servile courtiers 
and the women of his harem all fol- 
lowed ‘suit, drinking from the vessels 
dedicated to Jehovah. 


and 
Such scenes were 


Verse 4—“They drank wine, 
praised the gods.” 
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Lesson for August 20 


common among the heathen. Drunken- 
ness was regarded, not as a sin, but 
rather as a means of honoring the vile 
deities of the heathen nations. 


Verse 5.—‘“In the same hour.” It was 
when the drunken revel was at its height 
that the solemn portent of coming judg- 
ment appeared. 


* Merse 17.—“I will read the writing.” 
The words were plain enough in ordi- 
nary Chaldean letters, but their actual 
meaning was undecipherable until Dan- 
iel appeared. 


Verse 25.—“Mene, Mene, Tekel, Uphar- 
sin.” The words mean “Numbered, num- 
bered, weighed. dividing.” They told 
the sad story of the end of God’s patience 
with Belshazzar. 


Verse 26—“God hath numbered thy 
kingdom, and finished it.” The “head of 
gold” (Dan. 2:32) was about to give 
place to the “breast and... arms of 
silver.” The first great world empire 
had run its course as appointed by God. 


Verse 27.—“Thou art weighed in the 
balances and art found wanting.” We 
are told elsewhere that “the Lord is 
a God of knowledge, and by him actions 
are weighed” (1 Sam. 2:3). And in 
Proverbs 16:2 we learn that “the Lord 
weigheth the spirits” of. men. 


Verse 28.—“Thy kingdom is divided.” 
Instead of reading UPHARSIN, which 
means “dividing,” Daniel uses the past 
tense of the same word, “PERES,” which 
means “divided,” for already the armies 
of Cyrus and Darius were pouring into 
the city, and Babylon’s doom was sealed. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


We are told that “righteousness ex- 
alteth a nation: but sin is a reproach 
to any people” (Prov. 14:34). When 
nations or communities of Tesser size 
turn from the paths of rectitude and 
self-restraint to those of wickedness and 
careless self-indulgence, they are in the 
way of inevitable ruin. It was not the 
barbarians that destroyed the Roman 
Empire in the fourth century of our 
era. It was the voluptuousness and 
drunkenness of its citizens. Israel could 
never be vanquished by foes from the 


‘outside It was always the enemies 


within that caused defeat and brought 
ruin and desolation. The nation or com- 
munity that trains its youth to walk in 
righteousness and shun _ licentiousness, 
drunkenness, and other vicious types of 
behavior will become and remain strong 
and powerful. Where it is otherwise, its 
weakness will soon. become manifest. It 
it as true of whole groups as of indi- 
viduals, that whatsoever they sow: will 
surely be reaped (Gal. 6:7). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


It is not only thoroughly selfish, but 
positively wicked to stand for and insist 
upon one’s individual liberty to use in- 
toxicants if that liberty is a menace to 
other people. W. J. Bryan said once: 
“Any man has individual liberty to stand 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


8. August 20.—Beverage Alcohol and the 
*Community (A social aspect of the 
liquor problem). 
Joel 1:5-7; Daniel 5:1-5, 17, 25-28 
9. August 27.—Uzziah: A King Who For- 


ee MOM og eek SP aT: 2 Chronicles 26 
10. September 3.—Isaiah: A Life Dedi- 
cated to God .......5.5.....4. Isaiah 6:1-13 


11, September 10.—Hezekiah: A King 
Who Remembered God ..2 Chronicles 30 
12. September 17.—Micah: A Messenger 
of Social Justice ....._ Micah 3:1-12; 6:6-8 
13. September 24.—Isaiah: Foretelling the 
Birth of the Messianic King. 
Isaiah 7:14; 9:1-7; 11:1-5 
Fourth Quarter 
1. October 1.—The Infancy of Jesus. 
( Matthew 1 and 2 
October 8—The Forerunner of ¢he 
Ok ge ip te cheng ¥) ere 3 
3. October 15.—The Temptation of Jesus. 
: Matthew 4 


~ 








up and swing his arms, with fists doubled 
up, all he desires, so long as he does 
not thereby endanger others; but when 
his fists come in contact with another 
man’s nose, that is where his individual 
liberty ends.” Such liberty must be cur- 
tailed by the interests of the rest of the 
community. 


The Christian ought never to be a 
party to anything that is likely to prove 
a detriment to the well-being of the 
community. On the contrary, we have 
the direct command, “As we have there- 
fore opportunity, let us do good unto all 
men, especially unto them who are of 
the household of faith” (Gal. 6:10). John 
says, “We know that we are of God, and 
the whole world lieth in wickedness” (1 
John 5:19). While this and other Scrip- 
tures make it evident that the world 
as such is too corrupt to be improved, 
and that only the return of Christ will 
put things right, when the entire scene 
will be purged by judgment, yet it does 
not destroy our responsibility to seek to 
check the evil in our own circle and 
community to the utmost of our power. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


In Zephaniah 1:3, “the stumbling- 
blocks” are linked with “the wicked” 
who are to be consumed by the judg- 
ment of the Lord. Are we careful to 
keep our bodies and bodily appetites so 
in subjection that we do not become 
stumbling blocks causing others to fall? 


We have a positive commandment in 
the Word of God forbidding the con- 
vivial use of wine and strong drink, in 
Proverbs 23:20. Surely no conscientious 
believer can ignore this and maintain a 
good conscience toward God and man. 


Mere temperance. reform. is not the 
testimony of the Church of God. It is 
our place not only to seek to keep temp- 
tation from others, but to proclaim the 
Gospel, which alone can save the drunk- 
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ard and keep him from sin. Do we know 
the reality of this for ourselves? 


Every Christian’s body is a temple of 
the Holy Spirit, and should be kept pure 
and undefiled, that he may be glorified 
in us. Have we purged ourselves from 
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, that 
thus we may perfect holiness in the fear 
of the Lord? (2 Cor. 7:1.) 


Lesson Outlines 
WEIGHED IN THE BALANCES 
The Balances 
An even (true) instrument (Job 31:6) 
A just weight (Prov. 16:11) 
The Tests 


The spirits of men weighed (Prov. 
16: 2) 

The actions of men weighed (1 Sam. 
2:3) ’ 

The Result 

Found wanting (Dan. 5:27) 

Lighter than vanity (Psa. 62:9) 
“Weighed in the balance and wanting, 

Weighed, but no righteousness there; 


Weighed, but thy soul hath been trifling, 
Weighed and found lighter than air.” 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


If ministers preached oftenet on the 
deceitfulness of sin, and less on the 
nobility of fallen human nature, there 
would be more fruitful results from their 
testimony. 

The prophets of old were fearless in 
proclaiming the wickedness of social 
customs which degraded. the people and 
dishonored the Lord. 

Joel brought the terrers of the day of 
Jehovah to bear upon the iniquities of 
the times in order to put the fear of 
God in the hearts of the people of Judah. 

By drunkenness and other selfish habits 
the nation had become weak and unable 
to stand against the invading enemy. 

More-nations have been destroyed by 
luxurious and voluptuous habits within 
than by foes from without. 

Because Daniel feared God he did not 
fear the face of Belshazzar, whose self- 
indulgence and ungodliness cried aloud 
for judgment. : 

The only righteousness for an unright- 
eous sinner is Christ himself, who is 
made unto the believer wisdom, right- 
eousness, sanctification, and redemption 
(1 Cor. 1:30). 

It is a solemn thing when God him- 
self “finishes” the life of a man, thus 
closing forever the period of probation. 

Pride, haughtiness, and self-indulgence 
were the unholy trio that ruined Bel- 
shazzar, and will ruin anyone who fol- 
lows in the same path. 

Man was created to “glorify God and 
enjoy him forever,” but of Belshazzar 
Daniel could say, “The God in whose 
hand thy breath is, and whose are all 
thy ways, hast thou not glorified” (Dan. 
5:23). 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
HO was Joel? ; 

2. What was the burden of his mes- 

sage? : 

3. What form did this judgment take? 


4. Of what future event was the invasion 
a picture? 


5. What conditions prevailed in Babylon in 
Belshazzar’s day? 


6. What took place in the court on the 
last night of the Babylonian empire? 


7. To what height of sacrilege did Bel- 
shazzar go? 


8. What fearful portent was sent to him? 


9. Who introduced Daniel to the king, as 
one competent to read the writing? 


10. What was the import of the message? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 530 of this issue. 


yg 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 


are constan to be rejected by the 
editors, whi ie cleertue be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
‘that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

The Billboard’s Give-Away.—God hath 
numbered thy kingdom, and finished it 
(Dan. 5:26). Ironical ‘indeed was the 
appearance of a huge billboard recently 
displayed in the business district of. Los 
Angeles, Calif. A huge portrait of a 
shrewd businessman appeared beside a 
slogan that, interpreted in one way, im- 
plied that real brains required a certain 
brand of whiskies. Behind the top por- 
tion of the head, electric lights flashed 
on and off, at intervals illuminating the 
area where the brain would be. The 
effect of the heat from the lights, how- 
ever, gradually baked the paint on the 
forehead of the man in the picture. By 
daylight there could be seen a sharp 
alteration in the appearance of the fore- 
head that had been baked by the re- 
peated heat to which it had been ex- 
posed. The brain had been cooked. What 
a tragic symbol of what happens to the 
brain of many a man who yields to 
liquor propaganda!—From The King’s 
Business. Sent by Josephine A. Kinzly, 
North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


When It Is Too Late—God hath ... 
finished it (v. 26). Mission services were 
being held in a certain district in Ire- 
land. After ‘one of the services two 
women were discussing them in a local 
grocery shop. One woman, a Christian, 
was telling the other of her need of 
Christ. The other would not see her 
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need, but replied: “Oh, well, I must 
turn over a new leaf.” “But,” said the 
Christian woman, “you might be at the 


- end of the book, and there will be no 


more to turn over.” There was silence 
after that—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by M. H. James, Torgnto, 
Can. 


Mothers and Bartenders Anxiors.— 
Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour 
drink (Golden Text) Some time ago 
one thousand mothers of drinking daugh- 
ters in New York State asked Senator 
Coughlin of King’s County to introduce 
a bill in the legislature making it “dis- 
orderly conduct” for women to drink at 
a bar. Throughout our nation drinking 
among youth has increased 138 per cent, 
says the Northwestern Life Insurance 
Company. The proportionate increase 
among the female youth is staggering. 
Indeed, the situation has become So seri- 
ous that even those who sell intoxicants 
are concerned lest their campaign to get 
the feminine trade prove a bottle-break- 
ing boomerang. “More women than men 


are in the bars today. If something isn’t 
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done about it we’re going to have pro- 
hibition back in a short time.” So warns 
the bartenders’ union in Nebraska as 
they seek a State law forbidding women 
to buy at bars. When anxious mothers 
in the East and anxious bartenders in the 
West agree as to the gravity of the situ- 
ation it must be grave .indeed.—From 
The Teacher. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, 
Newport, Ky. 


Contagious.—Woe unto him that giveth 
his neighbour drink (Golden Text). The 
small boy’s father had been putting a 
coat of glossy paint on the wheels of the 
little fellow’s velocipede up in the attic. 
He returned from a trip downstairs just 
in time to see Ted hurriedly wiping his 
fingers on his white blouse. “Ted,” he 
exclaimed, reprovingly, “didn’t you 
know that was black paint?” “Yes, I 
knew it was black paint, Father,” was 
the reply, “but I didn’t know it was con- 
tagious.”—From Forward. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


A Tragic Change.—Woe unto him that 
giveth his neighbour drink (Golden 





Fine feathers 
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a bird. 
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Lesson for August 20 


Text). Alcohol is the thing that so 
easily turns man’s laughter into man- 
slaughter.—Said by Canon Hammond. 
Sent by E. Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. Prize illustration. 


The Teetotalers—Woe unto him that 
giveth his neighbour drink (Golden 
Text). Sir John Simon, MP., tells the 
following story: “A friend of mine went 
to a certain workhouse, and after being 
shown over the building, was told by 
the master that beer was given to the 
inmates for their special Christmas treat. 
‘Beer?’ said he. “But what do you give 
‘to teetptalers?’ “Teetotalers!’ replied the 
master. ‘Why, teetotalers don’t come 
here!?” “The drunkard . . . shall come 
to poverty” (Prov. 23:21).—From “1000 
Acts and Facts,” by Pickering. Sent by 
Ralph E. Blakeman, Los Angeles, Calif. 


7 we 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We thank thee, 
our Father, for every warning in thy Word 
against the defiling of our bodies by any 
habits that would impair their usefulness. We 
pray that’ in the midst .of the world as 
it is today, we may be guarded by thy Spirit 
against any yielding to the world’s tempta- 
tions. We realize how the temptation to 
strong drink has multiplied in recent years, 
and the way in which communities have 
opened the door to this defilement. How 
much we need: protection against the easy 
ways, the popular ways of falling into 
the drink evil! In city and in country we 
so greatly. need a revival of the Gospel mes- 
sage in order to give all a clear call to thy 
saving grace for this life and for the life to 
come. May we use our influence in every 
possible way to overcome the looseness and 
the self-indulgence that arise from a wrong 
purpose of heart in facing the issues of our 
daily life. We ask this in the me f of the 
Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—“Have you begun to 
drink yet?” said one young man to an- 
other. “No,” was the answer. “I haven’t 
begun yet, and I don’t intend to begin.” 
But he had many a chance to test his 





THE LORD 
ANIEL’S 
EFENSE AGAINST tein 
OUR DEFENSE ALSO! 











purpose even though he never did give 
way in the testing. Not many of us 
have had such a testing time as Daniel 
had in all its severity, but many of us 
have had temptations that we never 
could. have overcome without the grace 
of..God. You do not have to look very 
far-today to see how the centers of in- 
fection have multiplied. These taprooms 
and bars which one sees everywhere are 
like centers of infection in bodily dis- 
ease, the body being the community it- 
self. The whole moral tone of one large 
city fell so low when the drinking café 
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became popular that the habits of even SER. Py i1939n red, white, and blue 






so-called Christian people cha 
decidedly that the city was kiowy 
its departure from high standards.* 
not think that we are in no danger w 
we live. Depravity gets in so easily 
when we are not fully under the control 
of the Lord Jesus. Let us pray for the 
protection which he alone can give. The 
taproom taps the sources of evil. Pray 
that it may have no touch with your 
own life or with others for whom we 
should pray. 
Franconia, N. H. 
we 


The ety Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


On the Lincoln Highway.—Tell ye 
your children of it, and let your children 
tell their children, and their children 
another generation (Joel 1:3). In this 
favored land of the free and the home 
of the gin, rum, and what-have-you, the 
newspapers daily record of injuries and 
deaths by “zig-zag drivers” gets all the 
children told in the most emphatic man- 
ner. Yes, told in blood, the unforget- 
table red, the color of the wine (Psa. 
75:8; Prov. 23:31). 

Coatesville is on the Lincoln Highway, 
about halfway between the Delaware 
and Susquehanna rivers. No bad hills, 
no bad turns, yet both east and west 
of Coatesville the automobile death toll 
is a continuous performance. Our hos- 
pital staff is kept on its toes. 

When the hospital was started it was 
said, “For treatment of accidents in 
the mills.” But “safety first” campaigns 
have slowed down mill accidents. In- 
stead of from steel mills most of the 
accidents come from gin mills via the 
Lincoln Highway. 

I am writing this note in my room 
at a Harrisburg hotel. I am here at- 
tending a Y. M. C. A. State Convention. 
When I was shown to this room _ it had 
not been “made up.” The bureau was 
covered with empty whisky bottles and 
glasses. 

The former occupants apparently had 
been having a party. As I sit here writ- 
ing, those drinkers are somewhere out 
on the roads seeing double. The mash 
up, if any, will be in tomorrow morn- 
ing’s papers, just as several. accidents 
were in this morning’s papers. 

On the same page, like as not, will be 
a gun killing, and the killer will be 
whining, “I was drunk and did not know 
what I was doing.” In another column 
you may read, “Annulment and divorce. 
Married on a bet when drunk.” 


The Great Drunk.—Fingers of a man’s 
hand ... over against the candlestick 
(Dan. 5:5). Some years ago when the 
Iron Rose Bible Class went to Washing- 
ton to be received by President Coolidge, 
we took one of our most beautiful iron 
roses with us. 

Now we did not just wrap it up neatly 


ged so 


a a I mr as 


Oh, dear, no, not a bit 
a aE jeweler 
lined with 
mi! On top of 
the box was a Re cp ie properly 
engraved with: names and date. 

Later in the day, we gave “Mrs. Jones,” 
head of the church ladies who served 
us our supper, the same sort of rose, 
just as desirable, but we gave it to 
her in a ten cent pasteboard box, tied 
with a red string. 

What I am trying to tell you is that 
“royalties,” Kings and Presidents, have 
things done in a bigger. way than just 
the ordinary. So the Lesson Committee 
in this temperance lesson is letting us 
see “a drunk what is a drunk,” a great 
royal spree,—a mahogany box, gold- 
plate guzzle. 

While the orgy was at its profanest 
and drunkenest and noisiest, God in- 
tervened. Now he could have hurled a 
lightning bolt that would have wiped 
out the palace and all the bacchanalians. 
But God did not do it that way. 

God hung “over against the candle- 
stick” a copy of what the recording angel 
had probably put down in that great 
book the Scripture tells us God keeps 
(Rev. 20:12; Dan. 7:10). 

And how effective must have been 
that dramatic protest. The company 
may have been too drunken to read the 
words, but a great finger of light put- 
ting words* on a wall is supernatural 
enough to sober the most sodden and 
“plastered,” even the King himself. 

Well, my boy, that same finger is still 
writing, and the rum history of town 
and countryside will tell you so. 


Big Little Words.—And this is the 
writing that was written, MENE, MENE, 
TEKEL, UPHARSIN (vy. 25). It is a 
rather difficult job to boil this famous 
text down for a single paragraph. MENE. 
Where is proud Babylon today? A sand 
dune on a desert plain, and over it the 
world history has written the word. that 
was on the wall. God had taken Baby- 
lon’s number (Isa. 14:22, 23). 

As I write this note a young woman 
of a prominent family came home from 
a “party” drunk and, carrying the gun 
of the car, killed the mother who tried 
to take it from her. A drunken accident 
to be sure, but the cocktail party has 
written MENE for that young girl. She 
is numbered. forever. 

TEKEL. An automobile makér said in 
a speech, “There are three problems that 
are said to be giving America the great- 
est concern. First, the morals of the 
rising generation; second, liquor drink- 
ing; third, automobile saturation.” And 
then he adds, “But the real question that 
is giving America concern is, ‘Where can 
I park my car?’” 

This is only a merry quip. But there 
is a deeper meaning. The “Car” in 
which you move and do business is 
“You.” Belshazzar was a “light weight,” 
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Zlorious in paint and polish but with a 
poor power plant. So are those who 
lead the life of the white lights. They 
tipple and they topple and fold up 
(Nahum 1:10). 

PERES. Just one little word of five 
letters can tell a whole story, as here. 
Up yonder is the wreck of a prosperous 
factory. One word tells the story when 
some one asks “Why.” That word is 
BOOZE, another five-letter word. I 
just had a case of want brought to my 
attention. I make inquiry. Just one 
little word of three letters tells the 
story, R-U-M. 

In writing this lesson note I have 
closed my eyes and given memory full 
rein. I am surprised to find how many 
“kingdoms” in this one small town have 
been divided and given to the Medes 
and Persians. The sad stories are noted 
on marble and granite in the cemetery 
on the hillside. 

, Here in Coatesville Old John Barley- 
corn has sent many a promising young 
fellow up the hill, and now with his 
“cocktail hours” he is at work on our 
girls in’ the “younger set.” Have you 
ever attended a college football game 
in. these days? 

_ ‘COATESVILLE, Pa. 
. we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: “Found Wanting.” 
,. Discussion; What is the folly of so- 
called moderate drinking? 
Objective: Be the man God designed 
_ you to be. 











AY, fellows, of all the Old Testament 
characters, it seems to me that Bel- 
shazzar was the most amazing example 
of stupidity. Rehoboam, whom we 
studied a month ago, was a fool; but 


this Belshazzar was a colossal idiot. . 


Rehoboam, with all his indiscretion, did 
manage to retain (by God’s grace) two- 
twelfths of his kingdom; but Belshazzar 
lost everything, and he lost it quickly. 
And what wonder? -He chose the way 
that usually chalks up a total loss. 

“Belshazzar the king made a great 
feast to a thousand of his lords, and 
drank wine before the thousand. Bel- 
shazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, com- 
manded to bring the golden and silver 
vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar 
had taken out of the Temple which was 
in Jerusalem; that the king, and his 
princes, his wives, and his concubines, 
might drink therein. . . . And the king, 
and his princes, his wives, and his con- 
cubines, drank in them. They drank 
wine; and praised the gods of gold, and 
of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and 
\of stone” (Dan, 5:1-4). 

If Belshazzar had paused in one mo- 
ment of sober thought he would have 
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known he was teetering on a tight wire 
above a cataract. But that was just 
the trouble: he had made sober thought 
impossible “whiles he tasted the wine.” 
Liquor and good judgment go in oppo- 
site directions. Belshazzar was “a smart 
Aleck.” He thought it would be great 
sport to bring out the golden and silver 
vessels which had been stripped from 
the Temple in Jerusalem by his father 
(or grandfather) Nebuchadnezzar, and 
drink wine from them. He would show 
his lords and his ladies and all the court 
just how little respect he had for the 
God of Israel. 

Then that Terrible Hand came out of 
apparently nowhere, and wrote TEKEL 
on the wall before his astonished and 
terrified gaze. Drunk as he was, Bel- 
shazzar must have senséd the impending 
judgment. Like a drowning man grasp- 
ing at a straw he hoped that his astrol- 
ogers and wise men might interpret the 
writing for his comfort; but they 
couldn't. 

Then came in the queen. Like Pilate’s 
wife in the trial of the Lord Jesus, she 
would help her husband in this crisis. 
She remembered Daniel. Why didn’t 
the king remember him? She remem- 
bered the circumstances under which 
Nebuchadnezzar had elevated Daniel to 
be master of the magicians, astrologers, 
Chaldeans, and soothsayers, because he 
was a faithful and wise servant of this 
God of Israel whom Belshazzar had ridi- 
culed and defied. Why didn’t the king 
remember? It was all plainly written 
in the records, too. “Now I Nebuchad- 
nezzar praise and extol and honour the 
King of heaven, all whose works are 
truth, and his ways judgment: and those 
that walk in pride he is able to abase” 


(Dan. 4:37)... Why couldn’t the king 
remember that? The queen remem- 
bered it. 


Well, fellows, here’s the reason. Wine 
was in the saddle. Liquor had the 
whip handle, and it was “whiles he 
tasted the wine” that Belshazzar could 
not remember; and even if he had re- 
membered h@® would still have played 
the fool. “In that night was Belshazzar 
the king of the Chaldeans slain” (v. 30). 

“O that men should put an enemy in 
their mouths to steal away their brains !” 
exclaimed Shakespeare. Yet they will 
do it. They did ‘it in Belshazzar’s 
day, and they are doing it today. They 
will continue to do it until Judgment 
Day. But you need not be one of the 
idiots, fellows. 


Ho.tity Grove, ARK. 
4 
This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 528) 


1. He was a prophet to Judah who lived 
about 800 years before Christ. 


2. He rebuked the people for drunkenness 


and kindred sins, calling on them to repent 
in view of impending. judgment. 
3. The invasion of the land by the enemies 


nn 
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of Judah, whom the people were powerless 
to resist because of their weakened condi- 
tion as a result of their sinful lives. 

4. Of the gathering of the nations against 
Palestine in the last days. 

5. The people, led by those in authority, 
had thrown off restraint and given them- 
selves up_to voluptuous self-indulgence. 

6. A drunken revel led by the king him- 
self. 

7. He used the vessels that had belonged 
to Jehovah’s Temple for libations to his 
gods 

8. A hand was seen writing on the wall 
of the palace. 

9. The queen-mother, 
Nebuchadnezzar. 

10. It declared the doom of Belshazzar 
and the overthrow of his dominion. 


CHRISTIAN YouTH is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 
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Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Lesson for August 20 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





Goal.—To help the girls anchor their 
faith so deeply in Christ Jesus as their 
Rock and Fortress; that into whatever 
community they go they may retain the 
consciousness of his presence (Psa. 31:3; 
Matt. 28:20). 


Activity.—Have the girls gather facts 
and write brief essays on the subjects: 
1. How Liquor Hurts Our Community; 
2. What Alcohol Costs Our Community: 


Memory Verse.—‘“Daniel purposed in his 
heart that he would not defile himself 
with the portion of the king’s meat, nor 
with the wine which he drank’’ (Dan. 
1:8). 





, tractive environment. 














IRLS, what would you consider the 

chief requirements of a well organ- 
ized, wholesome community? Suppose 
we list on the blackboard some of our 
ideals for such a place: (The following 
may suggest others.) 1. Opportunities 
for gainful employment. 2. Sufficient 
educational advantages. 3. Opportunities 
to develop talents and interests along 
useful and cultural lines. 4. Clean, at- 
5. Sane, enter- 
taining, healthful recreation. 6. Oppor- 
tunities for spiritual growth. 7. Adults 
who understand and are actively inter- 
ested in children and young folks. 

As you check this list with your own 
community in mind, you may discover 
that yours falls short of many of these 
ideals. Which influences predominate in 
your locality: those which breed mate- 
rial and moral chaos, or those which 
build homes and character? Under its 
present setup, could your community 
apply this motto: Blessed is the com- 
munity whose God is the Lord? (See 
Psa. 33:12a.) What changes would be 
necessary if this motto were, chosen as 
a goal? 

Fhe essence of that motto was the 
Prophet Joel’s message to his people. 
Though drought and locusts would wreck 
the land, yet the Lord God of Israel still 
would care for his own (Joel 1:5-7, 14; 
2:12, 14, 32; Isa. 43:1-5; Acts 18:9, 10). 
Some community disasters, such as flood, 
earthquake, drought, crop pests, are 
largely beyond human control. Have 
you learned from experience that mate- 
rial assets, at best, are transitory, 
whereas spiritual riches are eternal? 

Frequently, through wreckless indif- 
ference toward both material and spir- 
itual values, individuals and communi- 
ties have set the stage for their own 
destruction. Our text from Daniel gives 
such an illustration. Observe the self- 
righteousness: among rulers, idol wor- 
ship, moral corruption, drunkenness, des- 
ecration of that which was set apart by 
the Lord for holy purposes. The in- 
evitable result of all these was a lack 
of concern for kingdom affairs. 

Belshazzar, unaware that an enemy 
had gained access to his city, drank 
wine and vainly praised false gods. 
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Notice the outcome (Dan. 5:25-28). 1. 
God had finished the kingdom of Baby- 
lon. 2. Belshazzar had been given his 
chance, but had failed. 3. Opportunity 
for managing the kingdom was transfer- 
red to the Medes and Persians (Isa. 13: 
17-22). “That night was Belshazzar the 
king of the Chaldeans slain” (Dan. 5:30). 

Now turn to the other character fea- 
tured in this story. It was not without 
warning that Babylon fell into the hands 
of the Medes and Persians. Daniel, God’s 
representative in a strange and heathen 
community, had repeatedly warned his 
captor-rulers against their folly (Dan. 
2:38, 39; 4:27; 5:22). As we study Dan- 
iel’s adjustment to his new environment, 


let us apply each thought to modern sit- 


uations... We shall consider the follow- 
ing as communities: the “old home 
town,” your place in business, your 
school campus, your social environment, 
and any groups with which you asso- 
ciate. 

1. Personal habits. Early in life Dan- 
iel settled the question of drink and 
personal morals. In his home, no doubt, 
he had learned the value of a spiritual 
uplook, and a God-balanced life. There- 
fore, in spite of persuasion of a captor- 
king, he determined that he would not 
defile himself. 

Said a modern office secretary: “I am 
the only girl in our business office who 
does not smoke and drink, and ‘trusting 
in the Lord Jesus Christ for strength,’ I 
do not intend to start.” 

A boy whose mother had died since he 
left home sought a Christian woman 
friend, and to her he made this report: 
“I want to tell some one who will under- 
stand, as my mother would have done, 
that I have kept the ‘temple of my body’ 
clean.” E 

2. Companions. _Daniel had _ three 
dauntless comrades to encourage him in 
the faith, and to be his “prayer partners” 
(Dan. 2:17; 3:28). Often our own young 
people must go alone into strange com- 
munities, and there they find adjust- 
ments difficult to make. 

“It seems to me that I must have left 
God back in Arkansas,” sighed a young 
girl to her California Bible teacher. “So 
few of my present companions have ‘old- 
fashioned’ ideals, or a vital faith in God.” 

“My dear girl,” came the reply, “you 
are facing a real test, but the Lord can 
be just as true and precious in California 
as he was in Arkansas. Let us keep our 
eyes upon Jesus when we are considering 
ideals, and then let us present his beauty 
to others who may be searching just as 
eagerly as ourselves for Christian com- 
rades.” 

3. God. Always Daniel was loyal to 
his God (Dan. 2:23; 6:10, 23). Many in- 
sidious dangers lurk around the modern 
girl. Is she able, when alone, and not 
fenced in by family and friends, to re- 
main true to the Lord? Girls, won’t you 
meet life’s crises with Psalm 46:1: “God 
is our refuge and strength, a very pres- 
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What a Mother 
found ...at Montrose 


“1 have just spent a week-end with my daughter at 

the Montrose School for Girls. What a wonderful week- 

end. it has been! Words fail to describe my complete 

satisfaction and joy in committing my daughter to the 

thorough, sympathetic Christian care of the heads of 

the . chool, with their choice and gifted faculty."’ 
MONTROSE is a fully accredited college prepara 
tory boarding school, beautifully situated, with spe- 
cial emphasis on Bible study. 


Athletics are widely varied. Swimming, horseback 
riding, and winter sports under proper supervision. 


Would you like *o know what Montrose could mean 


to your teen-age daughter ? 


Why not write today to:— 

MRS. MARION W. STOUGHTON, Ph.D. 
Desk T 1839 
MONTROSE 
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
MONTROSE PENNA. U. S. A. 











@ 
Nef 2 wow / un the 
Nor would you . . . if you knew your 
future was safely provided for. 
For nearly ninety years the American Bible 
Society through its annuity plan has re- 
leased many hundreds of people from 
financial anxiety. Twice a year generous 
payments are made promptly on these an- 
nuity agreements which may’ be secured 
in sums ranging from one hundred dol- 
lars upwards. 
And what a satisfaction to know that when 
you are gone your money will help to 
spread the Word of God. 


Our illustrated booklet “A Gift That Lives” 
tells you the whole story fully and clearly. 
MAIL THIS COUPON Topay! 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Bible House, N.Y. 
Please send me, without obligation, your 
booklet SS-46 entitled “A Gift it Lives.” 





Name 
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ent help in trouble,” and remember Mat- 
thew 28:20: “Le, Iam with you alway,” 
even amid the terrors and temptations 
of a strange community? 

This morning let us close with prayer 
for that unknown girl who, somewhere, 
is facing physical or moral danger, that 
she may be guarded and protected, and 
may become conscious of Christ Jesus 
the Lord. 

(Place the picture of Daniel on the 
“Success” poster with the title, .“Loy- 
alty.”’) 

‘Next Sunday we shall study about 
Uzziah, a king who forgot God. Learn 
Psalm 103:2, 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

For today’s lesson, put Daniel in our 
gallery of notables. The lesson is a tem- 
perance lesson, but to carry out our plan 
of putting a king or prophet on the board 
each Sunday, use Daniel. 











ODAY we read about another captive 

from Israel, but this one was a young 
man, and he was put into the king’s 
palace to serve him. One of the first 
things that happened to Daniel, for he 
was the young man, was that he and 
his friends were ordered to eat the meat 
and drink the wine that came from the 
king’s table. And Daniel purposed in 
his heart that he would not eat the 
things from the king’s table, and he 
asked the man who had charge of them 
if they couldn’t have pulse, which was 
a vegetable, to eat, and water to drink. 
And after they had eaten this food for 
ten days, they were fairer and fatter 
than any of the other young men, so 
they let them go on with their own kind 
of food. 
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You can see what kind of young man 
Daniél was. He would not drink, and 
he would do just what God wanted him 
to do. He even went right on praying 
to God as he always had, when the king 
had forbidden it, and he was never 
afraid to obey God. And Daniel became 
a great man in Babylon. 

In our lesson today, another king has 
come to rule, and Daniel is not a young 
man now, but he is called by this king 
to do something nobody else could do. 


_King Belshazzar was giving a great feast 


to a thousand of his lords, and they were 
drinking wine out of the gold and sil- 
ver vessels they’ had stolen from the Tem- 
ple in Jerusalem, when suddenly the fin- 


gers of a hand appeared on the wall, and 


wrote some words on the wall. The king 
was so frightened that his knees knocked 
together, and he could not stand up. He 
called for wise men to read what was 
written, but they could not read it. 

Then the queen remembered that there 
had been a wise man named Daniel who 
had told the king’s grandfather his 
dreams, and they sent for Daniel. 

Daniel could read the writing and tell 
them what it meant, for God gave him 
wisdom. But the thing which he told 
the king was not pleasant, for God said 
the kingdom would be taken away from 
Belshazzar. But Belshazzar commanded 
them to clothe Daniel with scarlet and 
put a chain of gold about his neck,: and 
he made him third ruler in the kingdom. 


That night Belshazzar was killed and° 


Darius the Mede took the kingdom. 
While Belshazzar and his lords were 
drinking themselves drunk, the army of 
the Medes and Persians was entering the 
city to take possession of it. So one 
of the causes of its downfall was drunk- 
enness. The rulers that drink strong 
drink are never as fit to rule as if they 
let it alone. 

Daniel is an aaeinaie of the young 
man who will not drink, who does the 
things God wants him to do. God will 
honor him, ‘and very often even the men 
who drink will depend on him, because 
they know they cannot depend on them- 
selves. 

God.has pronounced a woe against the 
man who gives another man drink. That 
was another thing: Belshazzar did. He, 
with his lords, worshiped the goid and 
silver dishes from the Temple. These 
dishes had been dedicated to God. , God 
sent swift judgment on him. 

As we write our Golden Text, may 
we remember that God cannot bless the 
person who drinks or who leads others 
to drink. All kinds of crimes come with 
drinking. Men do things they would 


not do if they were sober, for liquor: 


takes away their sense, and makes them 
fools. May God help every one of us 
to be like Daniel, and have nothing to 
do with it. 

“Woe unto him that giveth his neigh- 
bour drink” (Hab. 2:15). 

Mopesto, Catir. 
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E Children at Home 


Bird Adventures 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


T IS the unexpected which makes bird 

study so interesting. I remember once 
spending a night on Barrel Island out 
in Delaware Bay. Following a dim path 
in the winter twilight through the iva 
bushes, whose fluffy seed pods made 
them seem covered with. white blos- 
soms, I came to a salt-water pool ringed 
around with pale yellow marsh grass. 
The last light in the western sky over- 
laid the old-silver of the water with a 
stain of crimson. Just before the dark, 
I caught a flash of gray and white from 
a patch of bay bushes and a large bird 
flew out. 

At first I thought it was a Northern 
shrike, but its tail was too long and its 
body too big for a shrike. When I came 
nearer I recognized it at once as a 
mockingbird feeding on bayberries, cer- 
tainly the last bird I would expect to 
find on a Northern island in the depths 
of winter. 

Two other Southern birds came to 
visit me that same year up in the north- 
western corner of Connecticut. 

One May morning I was awakened by 
a curious, hoarse note much like the 
“grrr” of a tree toad. There in a blos- 
soming pear tree just outside my window 
was a red-headed woodpecker. He is a 
patriotic bird, all red, white, and blue. 
His whole head and upper breast is 
crimson, upper back, wings, and tail 
black-blue, lower back, wide band across 
the wings and lower underparts white. 
It was the sight of that bird that turned 
the Scotch weaver, Alexander Wilson, 
into one of our greatest ornithologists, 
just as the sight of a redstart did the 
same thing for Bradford Torrey. 

The red-headed woodpecker is only 
an accidental visitor in Eastern New 
England, and that was the only one that 
I ever saw in that part of Connecticut. 

Later that same summer from a wood- 
pile by the same farmhouse I heard a 
loud,  “too-wheedle, too-wheedle, too- 
wheedle,” and to my great delight saw 
a Carolina wren sitting there,.the largest 
of our wrens, who has a rich brown 
coat and can be told by the white line 
above his eye and of course always by 
his ringing, beautiful song. That was 
the first one ever reported from Litch- 
field County in Connecticut. 

One can have interesting adventures 
with the commonest birds. I was walk- 
ing in a’suburb of Philadelphia with a 
small daughter of mine, who had begun 
collecting abandoned bird’s nests, prob- 
ably quite as useful as abandoned post- 
age stamps or other discarded articles, 
in which other collectors specialize. 

We passed a little sapling close to the 
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sidewalk with an old robin’s nest ia it, 
not six feet from the ground and I poked 
it out of the tree with a stick. For- 
tunately it fell right side up, for in it 
was the pierced egg of a yellow-billed 
cuckoo. That nest and egg, now in the 
Academy of Natural Sciences of Phila- 
delphia, threw light on the mooted ques- 
- tion as to whether the American cuckoo 
ever imitates her European cousin by 
laying eggs in another bird’s nest. The 
American cowbird, of course, does so, 
but very rarely indeed either of the 
cuckoos. One, however, had undoubt- 
edly done so in that case and the mother 
robin had abandoned the nest after driv- 
ing her bill through the strange egg. 

It was with another robin’s nest in 
an apple tree that I had my first im- 
probable adventure at the early age of 
five. I had scrambled up the .tree to 
find four young robins in the nest and 
in the gaping bill of one of them a dead 
garter snake some six inches long. All 
my life long I have wondered at the 
optimism of a mother robin who could 
feed one of her young: such a large 
worm. 

Four more robins and my improbable 
adventures with them are done. One 
was a bird who laid a clutch of speckled 
eggs instead of the usual sky-blue ones, 
perhaps a throw back to some distant 
ancestor, for of the thrushes, the gray 
cheeked, the Bicknell’s, and the olive- 
backed, all lay blue eggs splotched with 
brown, while all of our other thrushes, 
the robin, the bluebird, the wood, hermit, 
‘and veery, lay plain blue eggs. 

Another was a pure white robin who 
came to my yard in Haverford one spring 
and helped build a nest and rear a brood 
not three feet from my front porch. 
He was as white as a white, pigeon, ex- 
cept that his breast had a rosy tinge. 
The next year he was in the neighbor- 
hood although not in my yard, but the 
third year he did not appear. 

The other two robins stand ouf in my 
mémory by reason of their song. One 
I heard at Haverford singing a song that 
although it had the timbre and pitch of 
a robin song, was one entirely strange 
to me, and a bird song that I have never 
heard since. Perhaps it was some song 
that he had heard a bird of the tropics 
sing in the South. 

The other unusual singer was another 
robin who lived near my house at Corn- 
wall, in the northwestern corner of Con- 
necticut. Every day he would sing the 
usual robin song but with a strange, 
ringing bell-like. quality which made it 
strikingly beautiful. He always started 
much later in the morning than the rest 
and I used to lie in my bed on the sleep- 
ing porch and listen to a multitude of 
other robin songs from dawn until the 
sun was well up above Pond Hill. Then 
that master-singer would begin and sing 
for about half an hour, nor would he sing 
again until late in the afternoon. 


HAVERFoRD, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 
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Augusi 27. What Can We Do about Misleading 
Advertising? Isa. 30:8-13; Prov. 12:22. 


Sunday, August 20 


What Can We Do about Gambling? 
(Amos 8:4-10) 





Mon.—Gambling over 
(John 19:23, 24), 


Jesus’ vesture 


Tues.--Gambling with birthright (Gen. 
25 :27-34). 

Wed.—Gambling with one’s soul (Mark 
8:34-38). 


Thurs.—Gambling with sin (Luke 15:12- 
16). 

Fri.—Gambling with death (Gen. 2:15-17; 
3:4-6). 

Sat.—Gambling with eternity 
21-23). 


(Matt. 7: 











ERHAPS at no time in the history 

of the world have there been so 
many appeals placed before young. peo- 
ple to indulge in the “lighter” forms 
of gambling. So familiar are many of 
these appeals that often Christian young 
people do not recognize them as forms 
of gambling. .Yet the selling and buy- 
ing of “chances” on any article, the 
“bingo” game in its many forms, the 
suit clubs and blanket clubs, and the 
like, are all forms of gambling, in either 
a greater or less degree. To these we 
must add lotteries, betting, baseball 
pools, bridge parties, poker.games, and 
a thousand .and one other games of 
chance, where either money or some 
article is won through the risking of 
a small amount of money. 

Such games are often indulged in by 
those of good social position, respected 
in the community in which they live. 
These would resent indignantly being 
called gamblers. The fact that some 
of these indulgences are in more or less 
mild forms of gambling cannot excuse 
the fact that they are, nevertheless, 
gambling. As true Christians, we must 
have no part in them. 


we 


There is one great fact concerning 
gambling that is not often emphasized. 
It is the fact that gambling, aside from 
our Christian testimony, is inherently 
and morally wrong. The very heart of 
gambling is getting something for noth- 
ing, or for less than it is worth. When- 
ever any device is based upon this prin- 
ciple it becomes gambling. Getting 
something for nothing means that some- 
where along the line some one ‘else is 
getting nothing for something. It is right 
here that gambling is diametrically op- 
posite to honesty and to Christian prin- 
ciples. 
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The teachings of the Lord Jesus em- 
phasize: love and benevolence toward 
one another and that it is better to give 
than ‘to receive. Gambling destroys any 
such impulse, because it leads one to 
take away from another that which is 
rightly his, and to give not even a fair 
exchange. 

4 


All Christian teaching is against the 
surrender of our wills or reason to any 
other thing or person than God him- 
self. In gambling, we surrender our 
wills and our reason to chance, by risk- 
ing our money or property in such a 
way that we have no control over it. 
As Christians and stewards of that which 
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God has given us, we have no right to 
do such a thing. 

Perhaps some of us will cite the case 
of a farmer or businessman, whom we 
sometimes hear called gambler just as 
those who gamble with cards or dice or 
the race track. Such a designation, 
however, is not true. The merchant or 
the farmer, in laying his plans for the 
coming year, is not gambling. He in- 
vests honest capital, or honest toil, in 
an honest and worth-while enterprise, 
into which he also puts his intelligence 
and hard work, with the expectation of 
making a profit. He is not seeking to 
get_ something for nothing, but some- 
thing in return for his investment. 

ye 

In these days when we seem to live in 
an atmosphere of “take a chance,” it is 
all the more essential that we, as Chris- 
tian young people, should be on the alert 
to. its: dangers, and should refuse to 
have anything whatever to do with the 
vices or schemes that encourage or’ de- 
velop in us, or ‘in others, the idea of 
getting something for nothing, or little. 
Only by honest toil and labor can we 
find. healthy enjoyment and satisfaction, 
and honor God. 

’ . PHILADELPHIA. 
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..Dr. Pace’s Engagements 


S MANY readers of THe SunDAy 

. ScHoot Trmes know, Dr. E. J. Pace 
is not only a gifted cartoonist, drawing 
the lesson cartoon for the TrmeEs each 
week, but is also a keen student of the 
Bible who knows how to expound its 
truths to others, and one who many 
years ago labored in the Philippines as 
a missionary. Those who would like an 
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opportunity to hear him speak will be 
glad to have the following list of engage- 
ments: j 

Aug. 6-13.—Lime Lake Bible Conference, 
Machias, N. Y. 


ug. 15-25.—Canadian Keswick, Muskoka 
Lu«xes, Ontario, Can. 


Aug. 28 to Sept. 4.—Hawthorne Bible Con- 
ference, Hawthorne, N. J. 

Sept. .17-24.—First. Brethren. Church,. Ft. 
Wayne, Ind. 

Oct. 1-8.—Leverington Presbyterian Church, 
Philadelphia. 

Nov., 1939, to May, 1940:—The ‘Philippine 
Islands (D. V.). 

Those who wish to arrange for other 
meetings may.write to Dr. E. J. Pace, 
Box 824, Orlando, Fla. 


A Testimony Concerning the 
Whitwell Party 


(Continued from page 525) 


and realized her backslidden state, She 
got down on her knees, but she rose 
from her knees with a testimony to 
promote His work and not to hinder ‘it. 

Don Allen’s testimony was of untold 
blessing to our young people.. One 
small boy of about twelve years of age, 
when he returned home that night, said, 
“Mother, Ill never go to a dance as 
long as I live.” One of the girls had a 
blessed victory over the dance. She had 
given her life yesterday to the Lord, but 
had often said to me, “I don’t think I 
can trust myself not to go to a dance as 
yet.” We had been praying for her in 
our girls’ Saturday night meetings. 

Before I close my letter, I must relate 
to you a personal blessing received espe- 
cially from Don’s testimony. Many 
things came home to my heart, but one 
thing came to me that made a great 
change in my life. 

I had been fighting a battle in my life 
for about two years, which, as I see it 
now, meant that I would either go 
against or with the Lord. The Saturday 
night. you left I was to have taken the 
11.30 bus for Kearney, to compete in 
the Nebraska State Music Contest. I 
have been working toward the goal of 
a champion in order to get in the con- 
test. I was about to take my first step 
toward it when Don gave his testimony. 
He said that after burning his dance 
music he gave his talent to the Lord. 
Right there the Lord seemed to say, 
“And here you are not willing to give 
your talent, and see how much greater 
his is than yours.” I had a word of 
prayer right then and said, “From this 
night henceforth, dear Lord, my life, 
talent, and everything is in your hands.” 
Then a phrase from a hymn ‘¢ame into 
my mind, “King of my life, I crown 


Thee now.” My heart has been so much - 


happier since I gave him complete con- 
trol. ¥ 

Two years ago I gave Him my life, but 
my instructor had told me the* I could 
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rank among the highest in the voice con- 
test. From there I would have gone, 
if possible, to society music. Now, thank 
God, he saved me from the first step 
of this career by making me realize 
how small is my talent compared to that 
of others, which they have yielded to 
the Lord. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


August 14 to 20 


Mon.—Joel 1:5-7. Wine amid Waste. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Howl, all ye 
drinkers.” King Alcohol leads his slaves 
over the brink of woe. “Waste and 
wine” go hand in hand. Moral and 
material ruin -in domestic, state, and 
national affairs follow the sway of 
liquor. The prodigal son who spent his 
substance in riotous living soon came to 
want. Pray that in America there may 
be a great turning to God. 


Tues.—Daniel 5:1-5. Intemperance in Wartime. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Belshazzar ... 
drank wine.” Liquor contributed to 
Belshazzar’s loss of his kingdom. His 
wine party in wartime made him easy 
prey for his foes. The Medes and Per- 
sians triumphed because of the weak- 
nesses of the king and the unguarded 
defenses of the city. More battles are 
lost through liquor than because of 
bombs and bullets. Our present-national 
unrest is largely due to liquor. Pray 
for a modern “Daniel” in Government. 
Wed.—Daniel 5:25-30. 
Disaster Follows Drunkenness. 
PRAYER SvucGcesTions: “Thy kingdom 
is... given to the Medes and Persians.” 
Drinkers are exposed to extreme dan- 
gers. Great temptations and sins attend 
drinking. The drunkard ruins himself, 
his family, and everything he controls. 
Disaster attends drunkenness. Reason, 
usefulness, health, and reputation are 
soon destroyed. (Note Isa..5:11, 12; Prov. 
20:1.) Pray for great conviction of sin 
upon the people of America. 


Thurs.—Daniel 1:16-20. Strength in- Abstinence. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Their counte- 
nances appeared fairer” (v. 15). The 
countenances of drinkers witness against 
them. Non-drinkers are “fairer.” Those 
who .deny themselves the pleasures. of 
wine and intemperate feasting find 
physical, mental, and spiritual rewards. 
Pray for Christians you know who are 
guilty of condoning the evil of liquor- 
vending or drinking. 
Fri.—Proverbs $1:1-5. 
Incapacitated by Indulgence. 
PraYER Succestions: “It is not -for 
kings to drink wine.” Lemuel’s mother 
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warned her son of the dangers of drink- 
ing liquor. Men in high position, espe- 
cially, spread the habit of intoxication 
by example, companionships, and by fre- 
quenting places where it is served or 
sold. 
of the best things of this life, and speeds 
the soul to hell. Millions are right now 
incapacitated through drink. Pray for 
‘temperance work being carried on 
among children. 
Sat.—Isaiah 5:11-13. 
Degeneration through Drink. 
Prayer Suacestions: “They regard not 
the work of the Lord.” The drunkard 
sinks lower and lower. He becomes brut- 
ish and difficult. He degenerates into a 
“Simple Simon.” He becomes loath- 
some and despicable. He becomes the 
object of distrust and terror. Drunken- 
ness is akin to’suicide. It is slow self- 
destruction. Pray for remarkable con- 
versions among drunkards. 


Sun.—1 Thessalonians 5:6-11, 
“Watch and Be Sober.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Be _ sober.” 
Causes by which intoxication are in- 
duced must be avoided by every child 
of God. Keep away, from places where 
liquor is sold or handled. Desist abso- 
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Indulgence deprives even a king 
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lutely from its use or sale. Cursed be 
he that putteth his bottle to his neigh- 
bor’s lips (Hab. 2:15). Health, reputa- 
tion, safety, reason, and usefulness; the 
lives and souls of our friends and coun- 
trymen demand that we all “watch and 
be sober.” Pray for all drinking sons 
and daughters of Christians. 








The Victorious Life 














HERE is still time to attend a Victo- 
rious Life Conference this summer at 
America’s Keswick, Keswick Grove, N. J. 
While four conferences have thus far 
been held, there are still three to come: 


General .......... ..... August 5-13 
Young People ......... August 19-27 
‘Labor Day .......... September 1-4 


Those who attend the Young People’s 
Conference will have an unusual oppor- 
tunity. Krishnabai Gadre, a Christian 
woman from India, will be one of the 
speakers. At the age of fourteen she re- 
ceived the Lord Jesus as her Saviour. 
In 1917 she was graduated from the 
Women’s Christian College at Lucknow, 
later receiving her B.T. degree from 
Bombay University. In 1928 she went 
to England, where she studied, and then 
attended the Glasgow Bible Institute, 
Glasgow, Scotland. After a year and a 
half she returned to India to work in 
the Mission of Pandita Ramabai, which 
had been her home since childhood. She 
is not only principal of the day school 
of that Mission, but also head of the 
evangelistic work. 

There is a “Substitute Fund” for send- 
ing young people, and others, to Kes- 
wick who may not be able to pay their 
own expenses. Those who cannot at- 
tend the conference may be able to 
contribute toward this fund, and such 
contributions may be a means of great 
blessing to others. All communications 
should be addressed to the Victorious 
Life Testimony, 506 Commonwealth 
Trust. Building, 1201 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 
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A Prize Contest for Essays 
on Temperance 


HROUGH the generosity of the late 

Mrs, Ada Mohn-Landis of Reading, 
Pa., the W. C. T. U. conducts annual prize 
contests to secure original material, suit- 
able for platform readings, which has 
never before been published. The gen- 
eral theme of the 1940 contest is: “Total 
Abstinence a Safe Rule of Life.” A posi- 
tive presentation of the advantages of 
total abstinence from alcoholic drinks 
is desired, rather than the negative story 
of the horrors resulting from their use. 
(Many otherwise good manuscripts en- 
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tered in recent contests had to be dis- 
carded because they did not adhere to 
the. theme.) 

Two classes of manuscripts are de- 
sired: (1) senior declamations, to b> 
used by adults and youths; maximum 
length, 1,000 words; minimum length, 
750 words; first prize, $40; second prize, 
$10. (2) Junior declamations, to be used 
by boys and girls under high school age 
(approximately 10 to 13 years), but not 
by small children; maximum length, 600 
words; minimum length, 400 words; first 
prize, $40; second prize, $10. 

It is important that those desiring to 
enter this contest should write for a 
leaflet giving the exact “Requirements” 
and the “General Rules.” The leaflet 
may be had free, for postage, from the 
National W. C. T. U. Publishing House, 
Evanston, Ill. 
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Enclosed please findg  . . . for putting large Scrip 
ture cards in the cars nt buses in New Y ok ity jun, 


ing the WoxLp’s Fair. 


ee 


pe sree yh rs eae Oe re State 
THE TIMES SQUARE MISSION 
104 West 43rd Street, New York 

(PLEASE CUT OUT AND MAIL THIS COUPON) 





























Five Bible Study Books 
Offered to You 
Without Money Cost 


From answers to questions asked of our readers it is estimated that — 


Only half of our Sunday school workers own 
a concordance. (Index of the Bible by words.) 
How can the other half find an unfamiliar verse? 


A still smaller number of them own a Bible dic- 
tionary. (Explanation of Bible words.) What an- 
swers can the others give to many Bible questions? 


Less than one in every four of them own a Bible 
text book. (Index of the Bible by subjects.) This 
‘book saves hours of time, and gives you hundreds of 
references on a wide range of Bible teaching. 


One third of our readers are making use of the 
Scofield Reference Bible. (King James Version, 
with Dr. Scofield’s extraordinary helps and chain refer- 
ences.) This edition of the Bible will increase the 
efficiency of every teacher. Included with this is a 
copy of “A Year’s Bible Course.” 





How You Can Get These Books 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give all five of these vitally necessary Bible study books 
listed below, in return for only 25 ew Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscriptions to the Timgs, at 
25 cents each. ‘These books have been offered individually by us before, and if obtained separately 
they would require 32 Ten Weeks subscriptions, but in this combination offer we are giving them 
in return for oly 25 trial subscriptions. 


Cruden’s Concordance The Scofield Reference Bible 
A Year’s Bible Course Smith’s Bible Dictionary 
The Bible Text Book 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES believes that these books will increase the efficiency of every 


Christian worker using them, and is glad to make this extraordinary offer to its readers and their 
feilow workers. 


This plan is very simple: We will send you 25 copies of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. Hand 
these copies to a number of your acquaintances; tell them what you are working for, and ask 
each of them to help by giving you 25 cents for a Ten Weeks subscription. As soon as you 
get the full number (25), send the names and addresses of the new Ten Weeks subscribers with 
a remittance of $6.25. (If purchased ‘at the retail prices these books would cost $8.25.) When 
we receive your list of names and addresses, with remittance, we will enter the subscriptions 
on our mailing list, and will send the five books to your address, postage prepaid. PLEASE BE 
SURE TO SEND ALL 25 SUBSCRIPTIONS IN AT ONE TIME, AND NOT !IN SEVERAL SMALLER GROUPS. 


A postal card telling us where and when to send the 25 sample copies of Taz Sunpay Scuoor Times 
to you will bring them promptly, with a letter and an order blank and return envelope, together 
with full information about the paper. We will also send you copies of two interesting circulars 


about the Times, for distribution among your friends when you hand them the sample copies. 
Mail your postal card today ! 


E ‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 N. THIRTEENTH STREET PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 
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